THE TOWER
examination, appear so plainly to hare been forged, that as it can
be of no credit or advantage to the Government, so I doubt not
but your Lordship's justice will be ready to protect me from so
injurious a proceeding, who am, etc.
And to Devonshire, the Lord High Steward :
I am so confident of my innocence, and so convinced, if there
be any such letter, that it must appear to be forged, and made use
of only to keep me in prison, that I cannot doubt but your
Lordship will be so kind as to let me find your protection against
such a proceeding, which will be a reproach to the Government
as well as an injury to
Yours, etc.
He also used his rights under the law, invoked the
Habeas Corpus Act, and demanded admission to bail. To
Halifax he wrote :
My Counsel being to move the Court of King's Bench for my
Habeas Corpus the beginning of nest term, and [TJ being very
certain of my own innocence, and that no instance can be shown
why I should not be bailed, I desire the favour of your Lordship
to be there and be one of my sureties for my appearance, not
knowing yet how many they may require to be found for me;
I shall be unwilling to give your Lordship this trouble without
a necessity, and in that case I shall always own it as the greatest
obligation to your Lordship's most obedient
MARUBOROUGH
On June n Young and his accomplice. Blackhead, were
brought before the Privy Council. The Bishop has left us
the following clear and well-documented account. It is an
intimate and invaluable picture of the methods of those days.
We see the care and zeal in which the Cabinet Ministers did
their duty, Nottingham's long and untiring examination of
the witnesses, the search for the truth, the ceremonious
treatment of the accused prelate. The event was dramatic.
Confronted with Bishop Sprat and under the stern eyes of
the Council, Blackhead, who had already weakened, broke
down completely, and confessed his crime. Ve have the
following dialogue:
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM :  Bkckhead, last time you confessed
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